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The follov/ing is a tr-snslation of 



biograpliy for C^UfJSO 3. 



I an 35 yeaxs old, born in the Abrene district; the 
Latgale), Ify- father vas born in the Cesis district, the 

father’s brothers had moved to Latgale in 1360, where they bonght land and set up a 
water mill. father completed the secondary school v/hen he was 16 years old in 
Cesis, and v/anted thereafter to study forestry in St, Patersb’org. But his uncles, 
all three of whom were bachelors, wanted him to stay v/ith them and promised to leave 
him the whole inheritance. So tny father, at the request of his mother, v;ent to 
® Latgale and lived at first as a worker for his uncles. Later, as they got older, 

<=> the coE5)lete management of the mill was left in liis bands, hiisn all three uncles 
had died, the land and the mill became the property of my father. father v;as 
“married to a Latvian v;iio liad also come from Vidzeme — there was a whole colony 
2 of such people. 

The oldest child in our family was my sister ;\nna, who coTcrnltted suicide after 
she had completed the gysimasium. She was born in 1907. 

Tlie next oldest was n^r brother Voldemars, bom 1909. w'hen he attended agricul- 
txiral school for tv/o years, he left it, saying that he had not chosen the right 
career. But later he bad a sad career. He met with friends who lil:ed night life 
and forgdt what he really wanted to become. After the death of my father in 1931, he 
took over the management of the mill. He no’,.' had everything in his hands, but he 
neglected the mill while out entertaining himself idth his friends. In 1938 he 
married, choosing a wife from rich Russian circles. He died vn.th a year aiid a half 
of pleurisy and his wife returned to her parents. 



town Kaceni (north-east 
town Jaunpiabalga. His 



The next was my brother Janis, boini in 1913. Aftep he had completed elementary 
school he entered t’.ie first or second gymnasium in Riga. A few months later he 
secretly left the school and boarded a ship. Rather vranted to disinherit him for 
this reason, but my brother w:.s not intimidated and didn’t return home. IRien he 
entered nava3- school, father sax«r that he couldn’t be dissuaded from bis purpose and 
again gave him material support. He completed the naval school as second-best cu'd 
Sailed on various ships as first helmsman. In 1943 he x%'as mobilised by the Germans 
and put in the navy. I don’t !<now anything further about xAat happened to him. 



I-y sister Austra was born in 1915. She completed the gymnasium in 
and studied chemistry for three years in the pharmaceutical'^departmont. 
married. Her husband also studied and had not completed the mathematic 
came from a Latgalian farm end alwayrs suffered material difficulties, 
nov; live wit’i their daughter in the U3A, 
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I did not get along so well with my' brothers as vdtli my sister, si'ce 
T/asn’t so great a difference between her age and mine, I alway's spent my- t_ 
childhood wit’i her and that brougl-t us veiy close together. Her letters from the 
USA are still full of sadness over my unsuccessful life med express re-TOt tbrt f rm 
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attributes ssrid not their positio:, and t:ierefare he narried a vonaii without couiitry or 
property. 

Our step-mot!:er did not interfere with our upbringing, tie had a nurse, ■\raer. c!:e 
could do nothing v/ith us, father took over, aiid that vv'j.s bad bocauce he was very strict. 
Since I the naughtiest, I got a thrashing every other day or had to stsiid a few ’icar 
in the corner. 
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Trien came elementary school. It v;as 17 Icra. from our house, 
home a whole vreel. The school also liad a boarding section, hut my father didn’t want 
me to stay there overnight and I stayed vrith my aunt - rny father’s sister - who was a 
teacher in this school. On the first day I got into a fight -with a boy in the fifth 
grade and became Tmown as a brawler. This reputation stayed with me thro',igh sll t!ie 
elementary school - six years, and it didn’t help W'hen I tried to beha’je myself in an 
orderly manner, I didn’t like studying. The only lessen that I liked was history, 

A war invalid taught the subject, a former Lieutenant Col. lAio e:cpressed himself simply 
and clearly. It vras enough for me to listen, and I didn’t think about studying in 
books in the evening, I didn’t like to have to answer to a teacher when I didn’t feel 
like it, but when I was in the mood, I liked to recite x/hether I knew oisji'thing about 
the subject or not, I got along very badly ^vdth the teachers, especially with rajj- airnt, 
T-^r only friend vras the old colonel. He always defended me when I got into difficulties. 
7or instance, I lilced very much to swim. Not far from the school was a lalce about 1 !sn. 
wide. It x/as forbidden to sx/im in it.' But one time I sxvam across it end someone saw 
me and I was given one number less for behaviour. I didn’t have tuny real friends. If 
I did have any at all, they x/o ’e only those vao v/ere the same as I; those -fho were 

othen-riLse didn’t please me. I went home every Saturday afternoon. '.Tijn the road was 
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stayed and x/ent home on foot. I wanted to be at home and to Iieox’ x;as ssying to 'i'e 
mill employees at the bath and at meals. Then I used to sneak into tl:e young einmloyses ’ 
room and try to be like them, I used to have a small drink Viith them, and we played 
Cards and ta3.ked "smai't". Of course, Xato had to be carefxil about fatlier, since' everyone 
respected and feared hini. One summer, when I had completed the fifth grade, I secretly 
x,'ent to a ball where I drank end later went to a x/oman’s room, .:uxd didn’t come home 
until the next morning. Then father didn’t thrash me, he flogged me. Tnen I raii av;ay 
from home, stayed txjo days and a night in the vroods, until I -v/a.s foxind and a.sked to 
apologize to my fat’ier. Tiiat Xifas the extent of my punislmient. 
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’.Tnen I had completed elemen'':ary school I did not laio’.r in vdiich sc'nocl 
continue. I wanted to stay at home aicd v/ork 5.n the mill. I was ',avpy there, ’:ut 
I didn’t If.ke farm work and I alx^ays avoided it. Fatlver v/ar..ted me to go to th.e 
school. I obyed him aiid entered the state trade school in Cesis, to study to be 
mechanic. It was the same for me as in elementary school. Tlie studying su:d the 
routine v'ork didn't please me and the teachers didn’t like me. I hannoned to joi 
a national organization (the Parkonkrusts), that xx-xs lator prohibited, bx;t I xzar- 
e:q?elled from the school because I had been a casual member, rot having cor.r'T.etod the 
second grade. Then I lived at home and did nothing, fat’ier ahd ;-l'’e''ily died 
tile other brother x/hc xms not m.ana;”er had 
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liberties, my brot’r.er was angry and said, as usual., that it v;as nonr'of m^" 
afa.air. T1 -rough boredom I loolced for friends with whom I could drink aiid bavah r-od 
vine. There i,raE no lack o^ friends, and they came from vrnious social classes. It'^ 
was completely the same to me, if they were thiefs or angels, if they did Vi-'nrs h-*-h 
“’?r ? -h“f? “"'•? <il=plaasea, but the stall uelple lootodir. i; as I 
11 . u e God. Ao .festi'^.-ities wnere cm/ the upper classes took o^^rt I beht-^ved like ^ 
samn...3 farmer, dr -ank ^Schnapps from teaglasses, and so forth, but of coui-se culivf'.en the 
d.estivit-105 vrere he.i.d among acquaintances. 



So it went until I was called into compulsory militcu’y service. 
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After the milit.ari- service I lived at home again and everything went as before, 



.After the Communists moved in in 1940 one border guard after another d-^saono,.-...od 
■ brother died at the end cf the yea.r auid I took 

'he communists became interested in the mill anult'was 



Later the border w'as abolished 
over management of the mill 
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After the OermPX'.s entered Riga (July 1, 1941), i ucrhed as a nciice:a‘u- -■■t 
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il’or. ovJy _ to the 15th o,? August, at '.rliich tine I returned hone. 

plundered, no doors irars left on it, and eo'en the hens had disa-craared." n:t tae rrj.ll 
uas conportively good shape and work could soon be stai-ted again. There -.;ere n^n- 
-i-ussian partisans in our neighoorhood uho uero very octive, esneoially in t o , Cne 
of trie Hills had already been burned down by the oartisans .-md' I received -'.reaterir c^ 
letters saying that I would suffer reprisal if I took any further part in t^yln- to 
clear the woods of partisans, * 

In 1943 the Germans started nobilization in Latvia. vGince mill also out out 
grain for the amy, i and rny workers vrere excused fi'on senrice. 

Cn July 21, 1944, as the front disintegrated, I left the house. I joined a 
vSo-ca^ed partisan group that was being fomed by the Gemms in Dzerbene, the Cssis 
uistrict. Later this group ^;as trained in Gourland and then transferred to Gemany 
From there, ^ after various "swindles" on the part of the Geman leadership, we wore 
dropped behing the Russian front in.Pomorania and vrestern Poland. Of about 1$0 men 
only 11 returned and nothing is knoim about the rest. A single grouo of si?: men was 

dropped in Latvia, the Ludsa district in January 1945, but this was dest"o~eV in o-e 
raonth. ^ 



After the capitulation, on !v!ay 3, 1945, I was a prisoner of w:ir. I ;.^.s relea-'d 
194o. I lived in a DP camp until the end of the year. Ir' December I'^'^S 
I joined the newly foimied Latvian gutird company aiid stayed In it three years. 

an 194 s a received letters from acquaintances in Latvia. 1'^' ’./ife ■;as ’’ivl'i-- T’-i 

‘i^stroyed and a commissar was n£uia.gi:ng*it. 
^ cnildnood was in Riga in an irroortant office and ^igd asked w'-y I 
didn't come home* ± 

In December 1949, I resigned from the niard compEuny, since it had already been 

since I had turned in documents for emigration to t>ie LT.=' . 

o.: .ormer soldiers came to an end. I lived in a DP camp In •.uaobur.'-* 
oG .^.ow a person wnc drew me into this matter. Then I abajndoned the ’d-.'- o'* 

The last will be the first.' 

2. Tne followxng axe supplementary questions asked of CJ’rJGO 3. Gection A. 

, , ^ baptised evangelist-Lutheran. I believe in God. The nunb-^- r,r 

umes X go to church depends on the circumntcmces. T’lere have bee’' ' 

went, r.vro or xour times, and others vrhen I didn't go at all. 

2. Fix'st of all I fsar a disease th t ur/u'd mo’-e -- - 

or to society. I rm also afraid of the Cheka. ' ' ^ 
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